Oral management of the cancer patient. Part II: chemotherapy.
This second of a three-part series reviews chemotherapy treatment and the responsibilities dental care providers have for patients in all phases of this type of cancer treatment. The goals of dental care are to maintain the integrity of the oral mucosa, prevent secondary infection, provide relief, and assist in maintaining dietary intake. The dental hygienist plays a key role in the recognition, treatment or monitoring of dental conditions that could cause complications to the patient during and post chemotherapy, as well as in educating and motivating the patient in optimal oral self-care.